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Is a vaccine the beginning of the end for covid-19?

At the beginning of December, the UK became the first country in the world to
approve a covid-19 vaccine. On Tuesday December 8th, a mass vaccination
programme began. The vaccine, made by Pfizer and BioNTech, offers up to 95%
protection against covid-19.

So far, the UK government has 800,000 doses to give out and it has decided that the most
vulnerable people should be protected first. This means those over the age of 80, front-line
health workers and care staff are at the top of the list to receive the vaccine.

In total, the UK has ordered 40 million doses of the vaccine, which will immunise 20 million
people. For this vaccine to work at full affect, people should have a second dose 21 days after
their first. Scientists have proved that this helps the body to recognise the coronavirus so
people’s immune system can fight infection in the future.

Mrs Bahl, who is in her 90s and lives on her own in south London, was one of the first to receive
the vaccine. Like many, she has struggled during lockdown but the vaccine has brought her hope.
“I feel like the luckiest person having the vaccination so soon!” she said. “As others have it, turn
by turn, we can hopefully start to see more of our family and friends.”

The health secretary, Matt Hancock, shared this positivity. However he has warned that there is
“along march ahead".

Want to know more? Look here! bbc.co.uk/newsround/55156182



http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/55156182
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CHALLENGE: how is this issue developing in the news?
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vaccine against covid-19. The vaccine is not compulsory.



TURN THE COGS

1. This issue is about more than a vaccine.
Can you explain the bigger picture?

2. Is it fair that children are unlikely to receive
the vaccine? Why / why not?

3. Look at the facts on the previous page.
* What evidence is there to show covid-19 could
be brought under control?
* What are some of the problems that the UK
might face, even with a vaccine?

Support your answers with a fact and explain why.
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What would you ask an expert on this topic?
Do you have any ideas about how the vaccinations
could be organised?

: How can you tell the difference between the truth
W and misinformation about vaccines?

PUSH YOURSELF

Rich countries are hoarding doses of covid-19 vaccines, with
some countries buying enough to vaccinate their entire

populations three times over.

This means that poorer countries stand to miss out. With

what'’s left, they might be able to vaccinate only one tenth of

their populations to begin with.

* Should countries be allowed to order as many doses as they
want? Why / why not?

* Do richer countries have a responsibility to help poorer
countries get vaccinated?
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Brakes on! Let's change the scenario.
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Challenge: can you spot this issue in the news? How has the issue developed since last week?



