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INTRODUCTION

Emily Evans
Chief Executive
The Economist Educational Foundation

This year has highlighted challenges that will
profoundly affect the next generation, from
racism and inequality to climate change.

Yet young people aren't developing the

skills to understand and have their say about
these issues. Misinformation is on the rise -

in February the WHO declared an "infodemic"
— but a third of UK teachers think the critical
literacy skills taught in schools are not
transferable to the real world'.

k&

TEACHER

Portobello High School

Events of 2020 have emphasised the
importance of developing a strong set of
news literacy skills to be able to follow and
make sense of a fast-moving story where

a huge amount of alarming and often
contradictory information is emerging.

We give young people the skills not only to identify misinformation but to
explore different perspectives, make up their own minds and have their
say. This report shows that the young people we work with are learning
to listen, creatively solve problems and communicate effectively about
real-world issues. These are essential skills, not only for engaging with
the news but for thriving at school and in the future workplace?.

That's hugely important, as we work with young people from low-income
backgrounds who face deep-rooted disadvantages in education and
beyond. Before covid-19, by the time they take their GCSEs they were

18 months behind their wealthier peers in their learning. They're three
times more likely to be excluded from school and they have less access
to extra-curricular education®. And they have been hit particularly hard
by the pandemic. One study found that school closures widened the
disadvantage gap by 46%*. In the first month of lockdown, private-school
children were twice as likely to take part in daily online lessons as those in
state school®.

Soit's heartening to see that pupils taking part in our Burnet News
Club programme continue to make real progress in critical thinking
and communication skills that are shown to support improved life
outcomes, from academic attainment to success at work. And they're
building in-depth current affairs knowledge that will help them apply
these skills to the issues shaping their lives and futures. Teachers and
parents using our weekly educational resources tell us that they see
their children building these skills and that they feel more confident
supporting them to make progress.

Our priority has been to respond to the pandemic while keeping a firm
focus on growing our reach in the long term. When schools closed, we
adapted the Burnet News Club, enhancing the online elements and
making more of the topic experts. We launched weekly educational




resources to support home learning, gaining over 13,000 subscribers and
seeing 60,000 downloads in just five months. We also delivered

a six-week international discussion between over 500 young people in
13 countries. Once schools re-opened, our programmes helped pupils
who missed out on schooling to get thinking deeply again and

have high-quality discussions with peers after months apart.

It's been a tough but hopeful year.

We've been inspired by the passionate and creative responses of the
teachers we work with and the other organisations in our network

that are tackling educational inequality and building young people’s
news literacy. We have faced down new challenges, and learned more
about the importance of what we're doing and the potential for growing
our reach.

There are now more Burnet News Club schools than ever and it's been
so exciting to see teachers, parents and young people engaging with our
programmes internationally. We're ending 2020 with ambitious plans

to build on this momentum and significantly scale up our impact.

We are hugely grateful to all our supporters and friends,

who have made our work possible so far and will continue

to do so on the next stage of our journey.

Meet the




WHO ARE WE?

We are an independent charity that was established in 2012 by employees
of The Economist newspaper.

Our founding Chief Executive realised that The Economist’s journalistic
expertise could be used in creative new ways to help tackle educational
disadvantage.

Challenges from climate change to inequality will profoundly affect
the next generation but young people aren’t developing the skills to
understand and have their say about these issues.

Misinformation poses real dangers, yet a third of UK teachers think the
critical literacy skills taught in schools aren't transferable to the real world.

Our mission is to change young people’s lives
by giving them the skills to think and speak for
themselves about current affairs.

WHAT DO WE DO?

We give young people the skills not only to identify misinformation but to
explore different perspectives, make up their minds and have their say.

We do this by enabling high-quality discussions about the news in classrooms
and between schools in different communities, with input from global topic
experts.

Young people learn to listen, creatively solve problems and communicate
effectively about real-world issues. These are essential skills, not only for
engaging with the news but for thriving at school and beyond.




WHY DO WE DO IT?

We equip young people with critical thinking and communication skills
and enable them to apply these skills to real-world issues

WORK

« Employers consistently call for these

skills across all educational and
experience levels®

« Skills that cannot be automated
support a long and prosperous life
in the future’

« 74% of teachers say employability
skills including critical thinking and
communication are now the most
important way to improve pupils’
career prospects®

EDUCATION

« Introducing interventions that target
communication skills can lead to students
making approximately five months
additional academic progress over one
year?®

« High-quality conversations in primary
school can significantly improve SATs
scores, reading comprehension and
writing and reasoning skills™

DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT

+ Only 37% of young people currently feel
political and social issues are relevant to
them'

« Two-thirds of teachers believe fake
news is harming children’s well-being,
increasing their anxiety levels™

« The Fake News and Critical Literacy
report recommended regular exposure to
and discussion of the news to help foster
trust in journalism and democracy™




THE DISADVANTAGE GAP

We prioritise working with young people from low-income backgrounds,
who face deep-rooted disadvantages in education and beyond

YOUNG PEOPLE FROM LOW-INCOME BACKGROUNDS ARE:

On average,

18 months behind
their peers
academically by
the time they sit
their GCSEs™

At greater
~ risk from
misinformation and
fake news and have
less exposure to
the news’

Under-
represented in the
decision-making
industries leading
the UK, such as the
media, the judiciary
and politics'

Less likely
to access
trusted news
channels”

Less likely to

professional jobs
and therefore

more likely to be

affected by future
automation™

.

have higher paying,




2019-20
HEADLINES

2.8k

STUDENTS

across 8 UK regions took
part in our weekly school
news club. That'sa 44% ¢
increase on last year.
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40-

learners we

STUDENTS

across Africa, Europe, Asia
and the Middle East took
part in our Global
, Conversation about

Our young
person’s online
discussion platform saw

33k

INTERACTIONS

about the news. That's 3x
more than last year!

AMBASSADOR BC &

Our flagship
programme made

0%

OF TEACHERS

more confident to
bring the news into
their classroom.




We responded to the
pandemic when schools
closed in March.
Classroom sessions moved
online and weekly home-
learning resources were
made available to all.
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We launched weekly
news resources and

13k+

PARENTS AND
TEACHERS

subscribed.

Weekly news
resources were
downloaded

TIMES

That's 10x more
than last year.

CORONAVIRUS )
AND GENDER |

OF STUDENTS

- say our flagship programme

club helped them to deal
with pandemic-related
news.
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e ﬁf} AND POWER
o »

ISSUE 2 | 2019-20

behind the headlines 'SPACE”
EXPLORATION

1S 1T WORE THE COST?

|SSUE 2201920 * 7 Z
A % "
i l .- .

This section of the report covers the Burnet News Club THE FUTURE OF
(BNC), our flagship programme. EALTHCARE

ISSUE 4 (201920

The Club enables young people to develop news literacy EXTREME

by being part of a unique kind of school news club,
exploring mind-stretching topical issues. i

THERE ARE TWO KEY ELEMENTS TO THE CLUB: issuEs 201920 THE

ARTICULATTNG OPINIONS

ISSUE§ | 2019.5q

HER

GLOBAL CON\IERSAT\ON

« We empower teachers to facilitate inspiring weekly
discussions about the news in their classrooms

« Students use our innovative online platform to
join discussions beyond the classroom



http://www.BurnetNewsClub.com

BURNET NEWS CLUB

The BNC reached more
young people than ever

I
000

2.800+ 30%

STUDENTS OF STUDENTS
TOOK PART o - - taking part were

pupil-premium eligible,
rising to 40% where
particular students were
selected to take part rather
than whole classes*

INCREASE FROM -
LAST YEAR
s

) 17T
OF BNC CLUBS
returned for 2020-21,
our highest retention

UK REGIONS rate ever
REACHED

*The national average of pupil-premium eligible pupils was 15.4% in 2019.




BURNET NEWS CLUB

We enabled teachers to facilitate regular discussions about the news

We give teachers everything they need to facilitate in-depth discussions between 8-15 year-olds about an issue in the news for
six weeks. It takes eight weeks to create a six-session package of teaching materials and we follow the same rigorous editorial
process as The Economist newspaper.
Our Educational Content Lead We connect with a journalist at The Economist Trained teachers draft the session
researches key issues in the news and discuss the topic, selecting the most material and content including: key Any filming and

and pitches possible topics to the important information and questions to explore. information, session guides, interactive unusual multi-media
team. We confirm the BNC Issue. We consider curriculum and news-literacy links. classroom activities and films. content is planned.
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PUBLICATION WEEK Our Head of Design creates News content is sent to The BNCIssue draft is
a fully-designed draft of the fact-checkers and journalists reviewed and edited by our
BNC Issue. Edits are made and at The Economist for review. Head of Programmes.
content is sent for editorial
sign-off at The Economist.

All final edits are collated and final
design is signed off. The BNC Issue
is published for teachers to access.

e |

The work doesn’t stop there.
We provide live updates on the Issue which students can engage with on our online platform, the Burnet News Club Hub.




BURNET NEWS CLUB

100%

OF TEACHERS
© Felt supported by the BNC team
® Would recommend the BNC training

© Agreed resources were appropriate
and accessible for students

© Said the BNC has had a positive
impact on their teaching practice

We asked teachers how they rated
the BNC programme overall

*Up to March 2020

=
90%

OF TEACHERS

are more confident bringing
the news into the classroom
since running the BNC

75%

OF CLUBS RAN WEEKLY*

2

WEEKS OF
CLASSROOM
DISCUSSION*

TEACHER
Hammond Junior School

TEACHER
Allerton High School




BURNET NEWS CLUB
Conversations between students in different 331< 6X
communities were better than ever

Outside of classroom sessions, students connect with peers all over the UK on
our online platform, the Hub.
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BURNET NEWS CLUB

Should all major decisions go to a public referendum?

Trained teachers
on the feam ask

B ingenious forest Farngiton €

I think that all major decisions i e public ref;

= The decision made coutd affect a large majority of the public, for instance the trade agreement coming up, that could
affect a wide superiority of companies, and trade markets. Furthermone, the public should be allowed to voice their
opinigns, and if the decision is made without the people having their say, it could cause confrontations and debate
throughout the country.

= | alsa think that if the public do not get a say, less and less pecple will vote for the party in charge, so they will lose
their supportess and will not be in power. 5o, if parties want bo keep their voters, they should allow them to stand up
for their opinions.

= Buton the contrary, that could cause public unrest because they would be getting bothered about the fact that every
month they have to go to vote.

uestions to W‘PPWJf
skalls o\evelopMeV\Jf

B Comments (46)

B 0o @1 BNC o Feb zoue

| have made this an Edites™s Pick as it’s the start of a really interesting discussion and it would be excellent to hear more
opinians about this topic!
To rernind yome_. a referendum is wh yone gets

a decision. For example the 2016 referendum on
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You can read more of the
best bits from the Hub in
the 2019-20 Annual »

Leaderboards show

the students and
schools with the
most skill stars

4/
€\

Stars are awarded
when students
evidence news-

literacy skalls
|



https://burnetnewsclub.com/about/bnc-annual/bnc-annual-2019-2020/

BURNET NEWS CLUB

Young people engaged with leading
topic experts and professionals

oid

PROFESSIONALS FROM KPMG
AND CLIFFORD CHANCE
provided a real audience for
young people and supported their
knowledge and skill development

What is our future when working with the NHS?
B Discussion starter B 2 comments

@ giving_twilight | Evelyn Street Primary Schaol A | 07 March 2020

Recently, in class we have been talking about our future within the NHS and how we can improve it. One of my
suggestions was to partner with other countries to make a worldwide NHS. Everybody deserves to have the same rights
and the same healthcare. So, how can we improve this?

Since the outbreak of COVID- 19, the NHS has been struggling when dealing with situations. The numbers of people in
quarentine are escalating which means more pressure is being put on the National Health Service to withstand thye coas
in the Hospitals around the UK.

There are currently 2300 NHS hospitals in the UK, ing more nurses need to be hired for them to all keep running to
high expectations. Not only are our lives at risk because of this, the people who work there are at risk too. According to the
NHS confederations, they deal with over 1 million patients every 36 hours. Which is a lot of people in the UK. The number
of patients waiting longer than a year for treatment declined from 20,097 in September 2011 to 2014 in November 2013,
before increasing again. In this case, the NHS is thought of to be a disgrace but many people have different opinions.

If these numbers are decreasing, soon, we will have no free healthcare and we will be like certain counties (like America).
Our NHS originated in 1948 because of the war that ended 3 years prior. It was created to help anyone injured for free
many people think it was a great idea that has kept going throughout the many years.

B Comments(2)

a S R r——

Itis interesting to consider whether a worldwide NHS system would work - can you see any difficulties with decision
making when there are a number of different cultures and countries?

Reply to this comment

@ siving twilight | Evelyn Street Primary School A %> Alice Raine, Senior Assaciate & Clifford Chances comment 13 Mar 2020

Many different cultures and countries do not believe in the same network of working. Different cultures may habe
different ways of treating ilinesses which could be tough to work around.

Countries around the world do not have the same currency and income to spend as us therefore, it may be hard
to get different countries to create a worldwide NHS.

Reply to this comment

TEACHER

New Horizons Children’s Academy




BURNET NEWS CLUB

A SELECTION OF TOPIC EXPERTS THIS YEAR

Masato Kajimoto,
Professor of Journalism

Sophia Yan,
China Correspondent, The Telegraph

Chris Hadfield,
former astronaut

Abbie Hutty,
spacecraft engineer

Emma Barnett,
BBC broadcaster and journalist

Jeremy Paxman,
broadcaster and journalist

Helen Buckingham, Director of Strategy
and Operations, Nuffield Trust

Caroline Dove,
CEO, NHS Elect

Gillian Burke,
wildlife presenter

Helen Czerski,
oceanographer and broadcaster

Stephen Fry,
actor, author, comedian and director

Tamara Rojo, Artistic Director,
English National Ballet

30

TOPIC EXPERTS
answered student questions on the Hub

VIBRANT_TIGER FROM WOODHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL ASKED...

How much of the Hong Kong crisis is being shown in
China’s news? Does it make Hong Kong look like the victim
or the instigator?

SOPHIA YAN REPLIED:

That is a very thoughtful question and one I follow closely as a
journalist [...]. When the protests first began a few months ago, there
was no mention of them at all in China’s news outlets, all of which
are controlled by the government. On July 1, the anniversary of when
Hong Kong was returned by the British to Beijing, that all changed...
Read more here »

LOVABLE_WRITER FROM GRAVENEY SCHOOL ASKED:
How do you think the arts can change the way that people
look at the world?

STEPHEN FRY REPLIED:

That’s a very interesting question. Oscar Wilde made the famous
remark that “nature imitates art” — again it can seem like a trivial
and facile inversion of the more common Victorian assumption that
art imitates nature. But he meant this: once a painter like Turner for
example had painted a sky or mist in a certain way it changed the way
we all saw sunsets and mists.
Read more here »



https://burnetnewsclub.com/issues/hong-kong-crisis/experts/sophia-yan-china-correspondent-answers-your-questions/
https://burnetnewsclub.com/issues/arts/experts/stephen-fry-answers-your-questions/

BURNET NEWS CLUB

The BNC Hub took
centre stage during
lockdown

When school closed in March and BNC
class sessions were made impossible,
we responded to meet the needs of
students.

Students already used the Hub to join
discussions with peers around the UK
but we made the Hub work harder.

BARRIERS

Teachers told us the top three
reasons students struggled to
join online programmes were:

84% Prioritising other work

84% Lack of internet access
for students

67% An inability to hold
classroom sessions

[ J
ACtlon 1 A student’s NHS manifesto piece.
||

We moved all BNC session content to the
Hub so that students could access activities
directly and continue to have conversations
about the news.

Students carried on uploading to the Hub,
even from their doorstep!

Action 2

We increased Hub content including quizzes,
thinking questions and competitions to offer
a wide variety of ways to engage.

(g 9 Tom @ the B

Competition. THINKING
ot QUESTION

Enter here Is everyone equally affected
by extreme weather?
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http://bit.ly/NHSspeech 

BURNET NEWS CLUB

éction 3

We included a dedicated covid-19 information area
which was updated daily and provided a space for
students to ask questions and clarify information.

To avoid overwhelming students, we kept the main
Hub discussions focused on the three planned
topics over this period: the NHS, extreme

weather and the arts.

88%

“It told true
stuff about the
situation that
I could believe.

STUDENT
miraculous_badger,
Millbank Academy

”

OF STUDENTS

said that the BNC

helped them to deal with
pandemic-related news.

“It helped me
process it and speak to
other people about how

I feel and whether I agree
or disagree with the
decisions being made.”

STUDENT
excited_pineapple,
The Sherwood School

Action 4

We held our annual BNC awards online and invited nominated

teachers, students and

parents to receive their awards and

share some of their work together.

“It helped me
to learn more about
the outbreak and
also listen to what
others had to say.”

STUDENT
fierce_raccoon, Evelyn
Street Primary School

BNC Teacher
burnetnewsclub@economist.com
Burnet News Club

From:
To:
Subject:

Dear Economist Foundation team

Thank you for all your work in supporting schools
throughout the year, but especially during this
pandemic. It has been amazing that you have kept
providing interesting resources for the children,
despite the situation we are in.




BURNET NEWS CLUB

Young people developed news literacy and are talking about the news more

D

100%

OF TEACHERS
said BNC had positive impact on
general literacy

88%

OF TEACHERS

said students have more
knowledge about the news
because of the BNC

OF STUDENTS
said they now have better
conversations about the news

Teachers told us the BNC developed news-literacy skills
REASONING

94%
HEALTHY SCEPTICISM
82%
OPEN-MINDEDNESS
82%
SPEAKING UP

88%

Students are having more conversations about the news
at home and in school after taking part in the BNC

WHERE DO YOU HAVE CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THE NEWS?

PRE-BNC

70%

s

|

k&

TEACHER,

Allerton High School

The knowledge that
students gained both
in the sessions and
through their own
research gave them the
confidence to discuss
issues as well as sharing
their own opinions.




BURNET NEWS CLUB

Students told us they improved their news-literacy
skills in the BNC

REASONING
94%

HEALTHY SCEPTICISM

85%

OPEN-MINDEDNESS

SPEAKING UP

BARRIER TO DATA COLLECTION

Due to disruption caused by the pandemic, we were
unable to collect end-of-year teacher skills assessments
for BNC students or a control-group. Instead, we have
relied on self-reporting and qualitative data. Next year,
we will return to collecting assessments.

STUDENT
lovable_writer, Graveney School

TEACHER
Streatham Wells Primary School




BURNET NEWS CLUB

A TEACHER'S
PERSPECTIVE

A PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHER
EXPLAINS HOW THE BNC
SUPPORTS THE CURRICULUM

skills through their use of the Hub.
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BURNET NEWS CLUB

A CEO'S
PERSPECTIVE

A CEO OF A MULTI-ACADEMY
TRUST EXPLAINS THE IMPACT
OF THE BNC ACROSS THEIR
SCHOOLS
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LOUISE SMITH
CEO OF WARRINGTON PRIM

We use the Burnet News Club across our schools and we're
delighted with it. The programme gives our children a
real window on the world, helps them to consider a range
of viewpoints and then develop their own balanced and
thoughtful responses through discussion and writing.
News Club is also being felt
had several parents contact
because their child has
me. I think the
raged some parents to
ome current issues.
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Students covered the same sessions, had Hub conversations
with peers from different countries and shared their varied B
perspectives and experiences of the issue.
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WHAT Was THE IMPACT?
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This year we were supported by The British Council’s
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THE GLOBAL CONVERSATION

Young people around the world
shared their perspectives on a
pressing global topic
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THE GLOBAL CONVERSATION

Students from outside of
the UK shared what they
learned from UK students

84%

OF TEACHERS What’s the most important thing
would recommend this you have learnt from someone else
project to a colleague during the Global Conversation?

2 ._ » FANTASTIC_DUSK
WONDERKIDS MODEL SCHOOL | SIERRA LEONE

When researching information we should check for the credibility

and accuracy of our sources. Thanks to the comments of versatile_

molecule, I have learned to understand, reason with and respect
other people’s views. I think it is very important because it makes

our contributions on the Hub more meaningful and we learn valuable
lessons from each other.

OF STUDENTS
interacted with peers from
other countries on the Hub

DETERMINED WORLD

SACRED HEART SCHOOL | GHANA

What trees can do to battle drought and its hazards.
Ilearned this from a comment made by decisive_
song. I have come to appreciate the saying “If the last
tree dies, the last human also dies”, which suggests
the survival of humans depends on trees. Learning
this has encouraged me to explore how to make tree
planting more common in my community. Read the whole

discussion here »



https://burnetnewsclub.com/competitions/2019-2020/34-global-connections/

THE GLOBAL CONVERSATION

Young people around the
world developed knowledge
about a global issue

It focused on different responses to extreme weather, with an
emphasis on climate change and government responsibility.
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STUDENTS OF ANSWERS

said they are able to have better
conversations about this issue
because of the project

on the end-of-topic
quiz were correct

;
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TOPIC EXPERTS
helped to develop knowledge

STUDENT

nice_reindeer, St Paul’s Primary School, Kenya

I have learnt a lot about conserving
our environment, about other
nations’ experiences of extreme
weather and I've learnt that,

as Kenyans, we are not alone in this
and that other countries are suffering
the same problems as we are.

I now know how to prevent floods
from happening. Starting with

our village, I hope to extend my

__ knowledge to other students once
schools re-open.




THE GLOBAL CONVERSATION

We developed news
literacy globally £ B T

STUDENT
helpful_cloudberry, School College Pilote Sousse, Tunisia

— The Hub turned into a genuine source of information.
fﬁ% I realised that those who manage this Hub valued
- my participation. This made me more motivated and
O : | helped me reason, question, justify my opinion and
9 6 A) listen to others respectfully which shaped my way of
thinking. I hope this type of learning will carry on.
OF STUDENTS

taking part felt they developed
their news-literacy skills

Teachers said their students developed news-
literacy skills during the project

REASONING

100% TEACHER,

Doonholm Primary School,
HEALTHY SCEPTICISM Ghana

From the comments
I was seeing from
OPEN-MINDEDNESS my students, their STUDENT

Feasoning has really positive_lemon, Beit Hanoun Girl’s School, Palestine
increased, they are I have improved in speaking-up because
SPEAKING UP (CONFIDENCE) more open-minded and I used to fear that maybe my points are
63% have gained confidence wrong or maybe they don’t make any sense,
in discussions. but seeing every student in this group

contributing made me gain confidence and
communicate my point of view in sessions.
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RIGHTS AND
THE INTERNET

Child-led learning resource

WEEKLY NEWS
RESOURCES

This sectio
n of ther
eport covers our weekly news resources.
PART 1:WHAT IS RACISM? & f

Child-led learning resource
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We provided high-quality home-learning
resources to support news discussions

: : Child-led learning resource
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PEOPLE IN LOCKDOWN b NUMERACY. . »
. IN THE N S|
In partnership with KPMG, we created s

a full-day workshop for young people

on numeracy in the news. These were

to be delivered at KPMG offices across
The factual approach in the f the UK in 2020.

racism les.son, focusing on s When we were only able to deliver five of fifteen workshops
the experiences of people : . before lockdown, we adapted the resources for at-home use
from different backgrounds, - and made them freely available on our website.

encouraged empathy in the The online resource was downloaded 12,000 times, a reach
children and helped move the of over 30x that of the in-person workshops.

discussion forward to what An interactive virtual event on numeracy in the news was also
they can do to recognise and ' delivered to ten schools across England and Scotland in 2020.

confront racism here and now.




Young people developed news literacy at home

These resources
encourage critical
thinking unlike
anything else we
have seen.

[2)

OF RESPONDENTS ¢----"-
said they weren't aware

of news literacy before
receiving our resources

The students now
question the sources
of news and try to
look at the multiple
perspectives.

|~

OF RESPONDENTS

saw a positive change in the
news literacy skills of the children
they use the resources with

D

92%

OF THOSE PEOPLE
said news literacy is very
important for young people

The resources initiated
a habit of just stopping
for a moment to think
about news instead of
just blindly believing it.

Percentage of subscribers who saw their children practicing
news-literacy skills because of the resources

KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD AROUND THEM
74%
CONFIDENCE TO DISCUSS THE NEWS
69%

HEALTHY SCEPTICISM

OPEN-MINDEDNESS

REASONING

)




WHAT'S NEW FOR 2020-21

A REVISED NEWS-LITERACY MODEL

The Skills Builder Partnership launched the Universal
Framework for Essential Skills in 2020. We have
updated our news-literacy model to align with the
critical-thinking and communications skills within this
framework. This will allow us to even more rigorously
measure the impact of news literacy on young people’s
lives. We've designed a News Curriculum to detail the
knowledge required to engage with current affairs.

SUPPORTING ACCESS TO THE BNC

We're adapting our support to meet the needs of the
schools and students throughout the next academic
year. This includes greater Hub provision, support to
bring students onto the Hub and flexible classroom
content options to fit with challenges arising from
covid-19 measures.

AN EVEN MORE ACCESSIBLE AND
CONNECTED GLOBAL CONVERSATION

The Global Conversation 2021 will involve additional
teaching materials to make the sessions as accessible as
possible for global participants. We'll also work to enable
more international connections between schools.

WEEKLY NEWS RESOURCES

We've committed to continue providing weekly
topical resources to our newsletter subscribers.

As students have returned to school, our weekly
news resources will adapt to be suitable for flexible
use in school and at home. We'll continue to grow
our subscriber list and seek feedback to ensure
we're covering the issues that matter.

TEACHER TRAINING PILOT

We're piloting a teacher training programme that will
build teachers’ confidence facilitating high-quality
discussions about the news in their classrooms.




TYPES OF DATA COLLECTED

DATA SET 1 DATA SET 5
Feedback forms from 33 BNC teacher-training participants Quantitative online data. We collect data from the BNC Hub to
track the number of posts and comments

DATA SET 2

Foundation staff visits and phone calls to Burnet News Club schools  DATA SET 6
End-of-year student quiz completed by 37 students and six
DATA SET 3 end-of-Issue quizzes (237 responses on average)

Student online surveys at the beginning (226 respondents)

and end (33 respondents) of the school year DATA SET 7
End-of-project Global Conversation surveys from teachers (19)

DATA SET 4 and students (186)

Feedback forms from 17 teachers at the end of the school year

SOURCES

1,12,13,15 Fake News and Critical Literacy, National Literacy Trust, 2018

How do essential skills influence life outcomes? An evidence review,
The Centre for Education & Youth, 2020

Key drivers of the disadvantage gap, Literature Review, Education in England:
Annual report, Education Policy Institute, 2018

The challenges facing schools and pupils in September 2020,
National Foundation for Educational Research, 2020

COVID-19 and Social Mobility Impact Brief #1: School Shutdown,
The Sutton Trust, 2020

Towards a Universal Framework for Essential Skills, Skills Builder, 2020
The Future of Skills, Nesta, 2017

Teacher Tapp poll, The Careers & Enterprise Company, 2020

Oral Language Interventions, Education Endowment Foundation, 2019
Talking About a Generation, The Communication Trust, 2017

The Next Generation UK, DEMOS, 2017

Elitist Britain, The Sutton Trust, 2019

Children and parents: media use and Attitudes, Ofcom, 2019

Political Inequality: why British democracy must be reformed and revitalised,
The Institute for Public Policy Research, 2015

Social mobility in Great Britain - state of the nation 2018 to 2019,
Social Mobility Commission, 2019



https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/fake-news-and-critical-literacy-final-report
https://cdn.literacytrust.org.uk/media/documents/Fake_news_and_critical_literacy_-_final_report.pdf
https://cfey.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/How-do-essential-skills-influence-life-outcomes-3.pdf
https://cfey.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/How-do-essential-skills-influence-life-outcomes-3.pdf
https://www.nfer.ac.uk/media/4119/schools_responses_to_covid_19_the_challenges_facing_schools_and_pupils_in_september_2020.pdf
https://www.nfer.ac.uk/media/4119/schools_responses_to_covid_19_the_challenges_facing_schools_and_pupils_in_september_2020.pdf
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-19-Impact-Brief-School-Shutdown.pdf
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-19-Impact-Brief-School-Shutdown.pdf
https://www.skillsbuilder.org/towards-a-universal-framework-for-essential-skills
https://media.nesta.org.uk/documents/the_future_of_skills_employment_in_2030_0.pdf
https://www.careersandenterprise.co.uk/news/workplace-skills-now-more-important-exam-results-post-covid-jobs-market-say-teachers
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions/
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/media/540327/tct_talkingaboutageneration_report_online.pdf
https://demos.co.uk/project/next-generation-uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/811045/Elitist_Britain_2019.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0023/190616/children-media-use-attitudes-2019-report.pdf
https://www.ippr.org/files/publications/pdf/political-inequality_Apr2015.pdf
https://www.ippr.org/files/publications/pdf/political-inequality_Apr2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/social-mobility-in-great-britain-state-of-the-nation-2018-to-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/social-mobility-in-great-britain-state-of-the-nation-2018-to-2019

SUPPORTERS AND FUNDERS

We are very grateful to our community of supporters who make our work possible
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