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NEWS CYCLE 
WEEK 1 OF 2
IN THE KNOW

The pandemic has disrupted education around the world. Schools and 
universities have been closed, students have been faced with the challenges of 
home learning and now governments must decide how to give end-of-year 
grades.
Last summer, thousands of A-level students in England were disappointed when a government-
backed algorithm awarded them lower results than their teachers had predicted. In some cases, 
these lower marks would mean missing out on places at university. Following upset from students 
and teachers, Ofqual, the exams regulator for England, allowed students to choose whether to 
accept their calculated grade or take their teacher-predicted grade instead. 

This summer, the government has scrapped exams and the algorithm. Students in England will be 
graded by their teachers through coursework, essays or mock-exams. 

However, some educators from around the globe are beginning to question whether students can be 
fairly assessed at all. 

What’s the best way to give grades in a pandemic?

WHAT’S HAPPENED SO FAR?NEWS CYCLE

KEY VOCABULARY 

ALGORITHM = a set of 
rules that are followed to 
help make a decision

Want to know more? Look here: bbc.co.uk/newsround/56193383

UNESCO, a United Nations body that promotes education and culture, believes that globally, more than 1.5 billion students are or have 
been affected by school and university closures due to the covid-19 pandemic - and lockdown learning has been different for everyone. 
Whereas some students might have preferred to work from home, others have struggled without the right technology or support.

After such a chaotic year in education, is it right to assess students? And if so, how can it be done fairly?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/56193383


CHALLENGE: how is this issue developing in the news?

WHAT’S IT 
ALL ABOUT?

Who is involved?
(people, countries, 

groups etc)

What has 
happened?

How long has 
this been 

going on for?

Where did this 
happen? Is it still 

happening?

NEWS SCALE

Do you think teacher-grades are a fair solution? 
Mark your opinion on the scale below with an X. 

What about a former A-level student? Where would 
they put their X? What about a teacher?

FAIR
SOLUTION

UNFAIR
SOLUTION

PERSPECTIVE FLIP
What would Person A think about this issue?

How are they affected by the issue? Now flip to 
Person B and think about the same questions.

Are any perspectives missing?LINKS
How does 

this issue link 
to…?

NEWS 

CONCEPT: 

justice?

A different 

news story?

Your life?

NEWS CONCEPT:power?
A student 

preparing for 
exams next year

A

A student 
being graded 

this year
?

B C
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First, limber up by 
thinking about 
everything you 
learnt last week:
• What was the key 

information about this 
issue? (Who? What? When? 
Where? Why? How?)

• Why was this issue news? 
(How big was this piece of 
news? How many people 
does it affect? Is it global or 
local news?)

• What did you think about it? 
Did everyone you talked to 
have the same opinion?

• What have you seen about 
this in the news? How is this 
issue developing?

Then, take a ride 
through this week’s 
activities.

WHAT’S THE FULL STORY?NEWS CYCLE 
WEEK 2 OF 2
THINKING
HARDER



SHOW OFF YOUR SKILLSTURN THE COGS

TYRE CHANGE
Brakes on! Let’s change the scenario. 

PUSH YOURSELF

1. This issue is about more than exams in England. 
Can you explain the bigger picture?

2. Look at the facts on the previous page. 

• Would you expect exam results to be higher 
or lower this year? Why?

• Were teacher-grades the only solution for 
cancelled exams?

Support your answers with a fact and explain why.

Two students 
from different 

countries want to 
be accepted into 

the same 
university? 

Students are tested differently all over the world at the 
end of secondary school. 
In England students generally take 15-20 exams in different 
subjects. In Finland, students take one big exam that covers 
all of their learning and is spread across a week.

• What are the pros and cons of each system? 
Which do you prefer?

• Is there a better way for students to prove what 
they know?

If a teacher was going to grade you in June this 
year, what would you ask them now?

Can you summarise this issue in one sentence?

What advice would you give to a student whose 
exams were cancelled?

What would the consequences be if students 
didn’t get graded at all?

Challenge: can you spot this issue in the news? How has the issue developed since last week?

A teacher is 
biased about a 

student?

Students didn’t 
have the 

technology needed 
for home learning 

during school 
closures?

WHAT 

IF… WHAT 

IF… WHAT 

IF… 


